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International Criminal Court: What is it,
what is its jurisdiction - Putin among
pending arrest warrants

Although the request for the arrest warrants for Benjamin Netanyahu and Yoav
Gallad must be approved by the ICC judges, Karim Khan's announcement is a blow
to the Israeli government and will likely fuel international criticism of its war strategy
in Gaza.

The Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court , Karim Khan, has announced that he is filing

applications for the issuance of arrest warrants for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and
Defense Minister Yoav Gallad, on the grounds that there are good grounds for their possible
criminal responsibility for war crimes and crimes against humanity committed in Gaza since at
least 8 October 2023;

Karim Khan also called for the arrest of three Hamas leaders - Yahya Sinwar, Mohammed Daif
and Ismail Haniya - with the alleged crimes starting "at least from October 7, 2023", on the
grounds that they "planned and incited the commission of crimes". that day and that they
"acknowledged their responsibility for these crimes" by their actions, such as personally visiting
the hostages shortly after their abduction.

The International Criminal Court is a permanent global court that has the power to prosecute

individuals and leaders for genocide , crimes against humanity and war crimes .



Pespez 8 fm 4

It was established in 2002 after more than a decade of efforts to create a body that could hold
political leaders accountable for atrﬂcitias..l World leaders have increasingly pushed for its creation
since the 78-day war in Yugoslavia and the Rwandan genocide,

The International Criminal Court (ICC) does not have retroactive jurisdiction, meaning it can only
deal with crimes committed after July 1, 2002, when the Rome Statute under which it was founded
came into force. Based in The Hague, it has been ratified by 124 countries, while Israel and the
US have not ratified the treaty . The resounding absence of the US makes funding the ICC more
expensive for others, with Japan, Germany, France and Britain among the biggest funders.

Until the court was established, temporary ad-hoc tribunals attempted to bring to justice those
accused of crimes against humanity. The ICC was established to fill this gap. It is therefore a
court of last resort, which intervenes only when national authorities are unable - or unwilling - to
prosecute.

The International Criminal Court does not have its own police force to track down and arrest
suspects. It relies on national police services to make arrests and seek their transfer to The

Hague.

International Criminal Court: What is its jurisdiction?

The ICC, sometimes called the World Court, adjudicates disputes between governments but
cannot prosecute individuals. Unlike international courts; the International Criminal Court is a
permanent body and has automatic jurisdiction only over crimes committed on the territory of a
state that has ratified the treaty - or by a citizen of such a state - or when the UN Security Council
refers a €ase to this . The International Criminal Court has jurisdiction over Gaza, East Jerusalem
and the West Bank after Palestinian leaders formally agreed to commit to the court's founding
principles in 2015.

The court's first verdict, in March 2012, was against Thomas Lubanga, a militia leader in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, who was convicted of war crimes related to the recruitment and
conscription of children in the country's five-year civil conflict and sentenced to 14 years
imprisonment.

The most prominent person brought to the ICC is former Ivory Coast president Laurent Gbagbo,
who was charged in 2011 with murder, rape and other forms of sexual violence, persecution and
"other inhumane acts".

Other notable cases include charges of crimes against humanity against Kenyan President Uhuru
Kenyalta, who was impeached in 2011 in connection with the 2007-08 post-election ethnic
violence in which 1,200 people died. The ICC dropped charges against Kenyatta in December

2014,
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Among those wanted by the ICC are leaders of the Ugandan rebel movement, the Lord's
Resistance Army (LRA), which is active in northern Uganda, northeastern DR Congo and South
Sudan. Its leader, Joseph Kony, is accused of crimes against humanity and war crimes, including

the abduction of thousands of children.

International Criminal Court: Pending arrest warrants

The court has an arrest warrant pending for Sudan's former president Omar al-Bashir - the first
against a sitling head of state. When Mr Bashir - who faces three counts of genocide, two counts
of war crimes and five counts of crimes against humanity - attended an African Union summit in
South Africa in June 2015, a South African court ordered him not to he was allowed to leave the
country while he was deciding whether he should be arrested under the ICC warrant. Eventually,
the South African government allowed Bashir to leave.

In 2023, the ICC issued an arrest warrant for Russian President Vladimir Putin and his
Commissioner for Children's Rights, Maria Lvova-Belova, for illegally deporting Ukrainian children
to Russia during the invasion of Ukraine. The arrest warrant against the Russian president has
caused problems with Putin's cross-border movements, He was forced to skip a BRICS summit in
South Africa in 2023 after pressure mounted on President Cyril Ramaphosa's government to
arrest Putin if he arrived in the country.

In 2021, the ICC launched a formal investigation into alleged war crimes in the Palestinian
territories. The Palestinian Authority has submitted to the court evidence of war crimes it claims
were committed by the Israeli army. A UN report found evidence of war crimes by both the
Palestinian organization Hamas and the Israeli military.

With information from BBC, New York Times
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War: The rape of women is a military
"tactic"'.

Wartime sexual violence a statutory crime - Violates international law but rarely punished

Rapes in Israel, Ukraine and other war zones. More and more voices are being raised to denounce
sexual violence against women in countries at war, a crime that has always existed and violates
international law, but is rarely punished.

Israeli police announced on November 14 that they were investigating sexual violence, including

rape and mutilation, allegedly committed by Hamas men during the deadly October 7 attack.
Voices rise against wartime sexual crimes against women going
unpunished

Regarding the war in Ukraine , UN investigators said in March that Moscow was behind a wide
range of war crimes after the Russian invasion, including rape and other forms of sexual violence.
The violence is a "military strategy" and a "deliberate tactic to strip victims of their humanity,"
UN Special Representative Pramila Patten said in October 2022.

Today, on the eve of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, a

conference of associations is being organized in Poland to discuss the support to be given to

Ukrainian women, victims of these abuses attributed to Russian forces.

"The rape of women as a means of attack destabilizes the entire social fabric, it destroys a
community," Richard Matisse, president of Gynecology Without Borders, told AFP.

The association trains health professionals abroad to care for women, particularly in cases of

sexual violence.

"Children born from these rapes also represent an imbalance problem for society,” adds this

gynecologist.

Violence is a military strategy to strip victims of their humanity, UN
special envoy notes



I'he testimonies of women who have been victims of abuse and rape in African countries are shacking

The law is an empty letter

Women are the main victims of sexual violence in times of war, on different continents and in
different eras, especially during the colonial conquests of the 19th century and during the two

world wars.

"Rape in times of war has been forbidden for centuries, but armies do not necessarily enforce this
prohibition," Fabrice Virgili, a historian and director of research at the CNRS, explained to AFP.

This ban, he notes, was enacted to maintain discipline among soldiers, not to protect women.

"After the genocide in Rwanda (1994) and the war in the former Yugoslavia (1992-1995), we

have paid special attention to the occurrence of sexual violence in each conflict," he adds.

"There is the idea that it is necessary to punish the perpetrators and provide care for the victims,"

explains himself, who co-edited the project "Rape in times of war".

This idea was particularly promoted by Dr. Denis Makwege, 2018 Nobel Peace Prize laureate, for

his work on behalf of female victims of sexual violence in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

As for the potential criminal consequences, "the law is a substantial response, but it is not yet up

to its mission," lawyer Céline Bardet tells AFP.

The ban on rape in times of war was enacted with the main aim of
maintaining discipline among soldiers, says Fabrice Virgili



A woman who has been a victim of rape in Donetsk, Ukraine is taken to the hospital

Lack of evidence

Rape is defined as a "war crime” in the 1998 Rome Statute establishing the International Criminal
Court (ICC).

However, "we still struggle to include sexual violence in indictments, often because of an

evidentiary problem, because there are only testimonies," adds Celine Barde.

With her association called We Are Not Weapons of War, she created an online tool to collect
testimonies from victims in multiple languages. A "web alert application" allows photos and

videos to be stored on "a highly secure server", to "document reality on the ground".

Sexual violence rarely included in indictments due to lack of
evidence, Celine Barde says

The association is "working to develop" this tool in Israel to collect contributions, especially from

witnesses or forensics, linked to the October 7 Hamas attack.

In France, more than 20,000 people, including Paris mayor Anne Hidalgo, far left, and singer and
actress Charlotte Gainsbourg, signed a petition calling for the Hamas attack to be recognized as

"mass femicide".

"Many civilians lost their lives, but women were not killed in the same way as the rest,"

underlines the text launched by the "Words of Women" association.
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Testimonies cited by AFP speak of "pelvic fractures" and shots to the genitals.

"They were attacked, because they were women, in their genitals, it's serious,”" Maya, an activist
who is due to take part in Saturday's demonstration in Paris in memory of Isracli women, "victims
of femicide," told AFP.

Source: RES
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International Criminal Court
Prosecutor Seeks Arrest Warrants for
Netanyahu and Hamas Leader -
Accuses Them of War Crimes

“No one is above the law," said the chief prosecutor - Warrants for
Israel's defense minister and two other top Hamas leaders - The
Prosecutor's announcement in detail - Tel Aviv speaks of an "anti-
Semitic court", a move that equates perpetrator with the victim,
Hamas speaks

It calls for the issuance of arrest warrants for Hamas leader Yahya Shinwar and Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on charges of war crimes and crimes against
humanity, both for the October 7 Hamas attacks on Israel and for the subsequent war
in Gaza the International Criminal Court, as Chief Prosecutor Karim Khan said.

At the same time, the International Criminal Court is seeking warrants for Israel's
Defense Minister Yoav Gallad, as well as two other top Hamas leaders, political leader
Ismail Haniya and the head of the Al Qassem Brigades, Mohammed Diab Ibrahim al-
Masri.
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The inclusion of Israeli politicians in the request marks the first time the International
Criminal Court has targeted the leader of a country that is a close US ally.

Benjamin Netanyahu joins the "club” of Russian President Vladimir Putin, for whom the
International Criminal Court has issued an arrest warrant for the invasion and war in
Ukraine.

Now, a panel of judges at the International Criminal Court will consider Khan's application
for the arrest warrants.

Israel Talks About 'Anti-Semitic Court'

Israel's first reaction came from National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gabir, noting that
since the Hague prosecutor puts Netanyahu and Gallad together with Hamas leaders it

shows that "the mission of Israel's representatives at the Anti-Semitic Court hearing was
a serious mistake from the outset, until its decision."

which aligns the Israeli defense ,The statement of the chief prosecutor in The Hague
shows that sending the representatives of Israel to ,minister with the leaders of Hamas

T, .Semitic Court was a serious mistake from the beginning-the hearing at the Anti
DN077IN YN

— NN 22 (@itamarbengvir) May 20, 2024

The move "equates the victim with the aggressor”, says Hamas

Strong was the reaction of Hamas, which emphasized that the issuance of arrest
warrants against its three leaders "equates the victim with the aggressor", while the
Palestinian movement calls for the cancellation of the request of the prosecutor.

According to Hamas, the ICC prosecutor's request for arrest warrants against Israel's
prime minister and defense minister came "seven months late."

Sami Abu Zohri, a senior Hamas official, also argued that the ICC's move encourages
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Israel to continue its "war of extermination" in the Gaza Strip.

Wasel Abu Youssef, a member of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) executive
committee, said for his part that the ICC's request for arrest warrants against senior
Hamas figures is a "confusion between the victim and the perpetrator.”

“The ICC is called upon to issue arrest warrants against Israeli officials who continue to
commit genocidal crimes in the Gaza Strip," he added.
Heavy charges against Hamas leaders

Khan told CNN that the charges against Sinwar, Haniya and al-Masri include
"extermination, murder, hostage-taking, rape and sexual assault while in custody."

"The world was shocked on October 7 when people were uprooted from their bedrooms,
from their homes, from the various kibbutzim in Israel," Khan told Amanpour, adding that
"people suffered a lot."

Charges against Netanyahu and Gallad

Charges against Netanyahu and Gallad include "inciting extermination, inciting starvation
as a method of war, including denial of humanitarian aid, deliberately targeting civilians in
conflicts."

The development comes after reports last month that the Court's chief prosecutor was
considering the International Court of Justice's steps. For his part, Netanyahu had stated
that any arrest warrants issued by The Hague against senior Israeli government and
military officials "would be an insult of historic proportions" and that Israel "has an
independent legal system that rigorously investigates all violations of its law".

"No one is above the law," Khan said when asked by Amanpour, adding that
if Israel dtsagreed with the International Criminal Court they were free, despite
jurisdictional objections, to challenge it before its judges. court.

Israel and the United States are not members of the International Criminal Court.
However, the ICC maintains that it has jurisdiction over Gaza, East Jerusalem and
the West Bank after Palestinian leaders formally agreed to be bound by the court's
founding principles in 2015.

In detail Chief Prosecutor

Karim Khan, in a statement, he said: "Today | am filing applications for arrest warrants
before Pre-Trial Chamber | of the International Criminal Court on the situation in the State
of Palestine."

The indictment of Sinwar, al-Masri and Haniya

"Based on the evidence collected and reviewed by my Office, | have good reason to
believe that Yahya Sinwar (head of the Islamic Resistance Movement ("Hamas") in the
Gaza Strip), Mohammed Diab Ibrahim al-Masri, better known as DEIF (head of Hamas'
military wing known as the Al-Qassam Brigades), and Ismail Haniya (head of Hamas'
Paolitburo) are criminally responsible for the following war crimes and crimes against
humanity which committed in the territory of Israel and the State of Palestine (in the Gaza
Strip) at least since 7 October 2023:
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Extermination as a crime against humanity, in violation of Article 7(1)(b) of the Rome
Statute,

Murder as a crime against humanity, in violation of Article 7(1)(a), and as a war crime, in
violation of Article 8(2)(c)(i),

Taking hostages as a war crime, in violation of Article 8(2)(c)(iii),

Rape and other acts of sexual violence as crimes against humanity, in violation of Article
7(1)(g), and also as war crimes under Article 8(2)(e)(vi) in the context of captivity,
Torture as a crime against humanity, in violation of Article 7(1)(f), and also as a war
crime, in violation of Article 8(2)(c) point i), in the context of captivity,

Other inhumane acts as a crime against humanity, in violation of Article 7(1)(k), in the
context of captivity,

cruel treatment as a war crime in violation of Article 8(2)(c) i), in the context of captivity-
and

Outrage as a war crime, in violation of Article 8 paragraph 2 letter ¢) point ii), in the
context of captivity.

My Office maintains that the war crimes alleged in these applications were committed in
the context of an international armed conflict between Israel and Palestine and a
concurrent non-international armed conflict between Israel and Hamas. We argue that
the crimes against humanity charged were part of a widespread and systematic attack
against the civilian population of Israel by Hamas and other armed groups in accordance
with organizational policies. Some of these crimes, in our estimation, continue to this day.

My Office maintains that there are reasonable grounds to believe that Sinwaral, Deif and
Haniya are criminally responsible for the killing of hundreds of Israeli citizens in attacks
carried out by Hamas (particularly its military wing, the Al-Qassam Brigades) and other
armed groups on October 7, 2023 and the taking of at least 245 hostages. As part of our
investigations, my Office interviewed victims and survivors, including former hostages
and eyewitnesses from six key locations of the attacks: Kfar Aza, Holit, the site of the
Supernova music festival, Be'eri, Nir Oz and Nahal Oz . The investigation is also based
on evidence such as CCTV footage, authentic audio, photographic and video footage,
statements by members of Hamas, including the alleged perpetrators listed above, and
expert evidence.

In my Office’s view, these individuals planned and instigated the commission of the
crimes on October 7, 2023, and have acknowledged their responsibility for those crimes
by their own actions, including personal visits to the hostages shortly after their
abduction. We argue that these crimes could not have been committed without their
actions. They are charged as both co-responsible and principal under Articles 25 and 28
of the Rome Statute.

During my own visit to Kibbutz Be'eri and Kibbutz Kfar Aza, as well as the site of the
Supernova music festival in Re'im, | saw the devastating scenes of these attacks and the
profound effects of the senseless crimes alleged in the petitions filed today. In speaking
with survivors, | heard how the love within a family, the deepest bonds between a parent
and a child, were twisted to inflict unfathomable pain through calculated cruelty and
extreme analgesia. These actions require accountability.

My Office also maintains that there are reasonable grounds to believe that hostages
taken by Israel are being held in inhumane conditions and that some have been
subjected to sexual violence, including rape, while in captivity. We reached this
conclusion based on medical records, contemporary video and documentary evidence,
and interviews with victims and survivors. My Office also continues to investigate the
reports of sexual assault that occurred on October 7.

| wish to express my gratitude to the survivors and families of the victims of the October 7
attacks for their courage in coming forward and giving their testimonies to my Office. We
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remain focused on further deepening our investigations into all the crimes committed in
these attacks and will continue to work with all partners to ensure justice is served.

| again reiterate my call for the immediate release of all hostages taken by Israel and for
their safe return to their families. This is a fundamental requirement of international
humanitarian law.

The Indictment of Benjamin Netanyahu and Yoav Galand

Based on the evidence collected and reviewed by my Office, | have reasonable grounds
to believe that Benjamin Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel, and Yoav Galand, Minister
of Defense of Israel, are criminally responsible for the following war crimes and crimes
against humanity committed on the territory of the State of Palestine (in the Gaza Strip)
since at least 8 October 2023:

Starvation of civilians as a method of war as a war crime in violation of Article
8(2)(b)(xxv) of the Statute,

Intentional infliction of great pain or serious injury to body or health in violation of Article
8(2)(a)(iii), or cruel treatment as a war crime in violation of Article 8(2)(c)(i),

Intentional killing by violation of Article 8(2)(a)(i), or killing as a war crime in violation of
Article 8(2)(c)(i),

intentionally directing attacks against the civilian population as a war crime in violation of
Articles 8(2)( b)(i), or 8(2)(e)(i),

Extermination and/or Killing in violation of Articles 7(1)(b) and 7(1)(a), including deaths
caused by starvation , as a crime against humanity,

Persecutions as a crime against humanity in violation of Article 7(1)(h),

Other inhuman acts as crimes against humanity in violation of Article 7(1)(k).

My Office maintains that the war crimes alleged in these applications were committed in
the context of an international armed conflict between Israel and Palestine and a non-
international armed conflict between Israel and Hamas (along with other Palestinian
Armed Groups) that is ongoing . We submit that the crimes against humanity charged
were committed as part of a widespread and systematic attack against the Palestinian
civilian population in accordance with state policy. These crimes, in our estimation,
continue to this day.

My Office maintains that the evidence we have collected, including interviews with
survivors and eyewitnesses, authentic video, photographic and audio material, satellite
images and statements from the group of alleged perpetrators, shows that Israel is
deliberately and systematically depriving the civilian population in all parts of Gaza items
necessary for human survival.

This happened through the imposition of a complete siege of Gaza, which included the
complete closure of the three border crossings, Rafah, Kerem Shalom and Erez, from 8
October 2023 for prolonged periods, and then by arbitrarily restricting the transfer of
essential supplies - including food and medicine - through border crossing points after
they reopen. The siege also included the cutting off of cross-border water pipelines from
Israel to Gaza - the main source of clean water for Gazans - for an extended period from
9 October 2023, and cutting off and disrupting the supply of electricity from at least 8
October 2023 to date. This occurred alongside other attacks on civilians, including those
waiting in line for food, obstruction of aid deliveries by humanitarian organizations, and
attacks and killings of aid workers, which forced many organizations to halt or curtail their
activities in Gaza. .

My Office maintains that these acts were committed as part of a joint plan to use
starvation as a method of warfare and other acts of violence against the civilian
population of Gaza as a means to (i) eliminate Hamas, (ii) secure the return of the
hostages kidnapped by Hamas and (iii) the collective punishment of the civilian
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population of Gaza, who are perceived as a threat to Israel.

The effects of the use of starvation as a method of warfare, along with other attacks and
collective punishment against the civilian population of Gaza are acute, visible and widely
known, and have been confirmed by many witnesses interviewed by my Office, including
local and international doctors. They include malnutrition, dehydration, deep suffering
and a growing number of deaths among the Palestinian population, including infants,
other children and women.

Famine is present in some areas of Gaza and imminent in others. As UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres warned more than two months ago, "1.1 million people in Gaza
face catastrophic hunger - the largest number of people ever recorded - anywhere, at any
time" as a result of a "totally man-made disaster". Today, my Office seeks to indict two of
those most responsible, Netanyahu and Gallant, as both co-responsible and principals
under Articles 25 and 28 of the Rome Statute.

Israel, like all states, has the right to take action in defense of its population. This right,
however, does not exempt Israel or any state from its obligation to comply with
international humanitarian law. Regardless of whatever military goals they may have, the
means Israel has chosen to achieve them in Gaza—namely, the deliberate infliction of
death, starvation, great suffering, and serious bodily or medical harm on the civilian
population—are criminal.

Since last year, in Ramallah, Cairo, Israel and Rafah, | have consistently emphasized
that international humanitarian law requires Israel to take urgent action to immediately
allow humanitarian access to Gaza at scale. | specifically pointed out that starvation as a
method of war and the denial of humanitarian aid constitute Rome Statute offences. |
couldn't be more clear.

As | have also repeatedly emphasized in my public statements, those who do not comply
with the law should not complain later when my Office takes action. This day has come.

In submitting these applications for arrest warrants, my Office is acting in accordance
with its mandate under the Rome Statute. On 5 February 2021, Pre-Trial Chamber | ruled
that the Court may exercise its criminal jurisdiction over the situation in the State of
Palestine and that the territorial scope of that jurisdiction extends to Gaza and the West
Bank, including East Jerusalem. This mandate is ongoing and includes the escalation of
hostilities and violence from 7 October 2023. My Office also has jurisdiction over crimes
committed by nationals of States Parties and by nationals of non-State Parties on the
territory of a State Party.

Today's applications are the result of an independent and impartial investigation by my
Office. Mindful of our obligation to investigate incriminating and exculpatory evidence
alike, my Office has worked diligently to separate allegations from facts and soberly
present evidence-based conclusions to the Pre-Trial Chamber.

As an additional safeguard, | was also grateful for the advice of a panel of international
law experts, an impartial panel | convened to support the review of evidence and legal
analysis in relation to these arrest warrant applications. The group is made up of highly
respected experts in international humanitarian law and international criminal law,
including Sir Adrian Fulford PC, former Lord Justice of Appeal and former judge of the
International Criminal Court - Baroness Helena Kennedy KC, president of the Institute of
Humanitarian International Bar Association Rights - Elizabeth Wilmshurst CMG KC,
former Deputy Legal Adviser at the UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office - Danny
Friedman KC - and two of my Special Advisers - Amal Clooney and His Excellency
Theodor Meron CMG. This independent expert analysis supported and strengthened the
applications my Office filed today. | was also grateful for the input of many of my other



e

. o
) ;?/(;,-“ e g ;

expert advisors on this review, notably Adama Dieng and Professor Kevin Jon Heller.
“No one can act with impunity”

Today we emphasize once again that international law and the laws of armed conflict
apply to everyone. No soldier, no commander, no political leader - no one - can act with
impunity. Nothing can justify deliberately depriving people, including so many women and
children, of the basic necessities required for life. Nothing can justify taking hostages or
targeting civilians.

The independent judges of the International Criminal Court are the sole judges as to
whether the necessary criteria for issuing arrest warrants are met. If they grant my
requests and issue the requested warrants, | will cooperate closely with the Secretary in
all efforts to arrest the named individuals. | count on all States parties to the Rome
Statute to treat these applications and the subsequent court decision with the same
seriousness that they have shown in other situations, fulfilling their obligations under the
Statute. | am also ready to work with non-party states in our joint pursuit of accountability.

Itis critical at this time that my Office and all divisions of the Court, including its
independent judges, are allowed to conduct their work with complete independence and
impartiality. | insist that all efforts to obstruct, intimidate or improperly influence the
officers of this Court must cease immediately. My Office will not hesitate to act under
Article 70 of the Rome Statute if this behavior cantinues.

International Crimes in Israel, Gaza and the West Bank

| remain deeply concerned about the continued allegations and emerging evidence of
international crimes occurring in Israel, Gaza and the West Bank. Our investigation
continues. My Office is pursuing multiple and interrelated additional lines of inquiry,
including reports of sexual violence during the October 7 attacks and in relation to the
large-scale shelling that has caused and continues to cause so much civilian death, injury
and suffering in Gaza. | encourage anyone with relevant information to contact my Office
and submit information through the OTP Link.

My Office will not hesitate to make further applications for warrants of arrest if and when
we deem the threshold of realistic prospect of conviction to be met. | renew my appeal to
all parties to the current conflict to comply with the law now.

| also wish to emphasize that the principle of complementarity, which is at the heart of the
Rome Statute, will continue to be assessed by my Office as we take action in relation to
the aforementioned alleged crimes and alleged perpetrators and move in other directions
research. Complementarity, however, requires deferring to national authorities only when
they engage in independent and impartial judicial processes that do not protect suspects
and are not sham. It requires thorough investigations at all levels into the policies and
actions that govern these applications.

Let us be clear today on one key issue: if we do not demonstrate our will to apply the law
equally, if it is seen to be applied selectively, we will create the conditions for its collapse.
In doing so, we will loosen the remaining ties that hold us together, the stabilizing ties
between all communities and individuals, the safety net to which all victims look in times
of pain. This is the real danger we face right now.

Now, more than ever, we must collectively demonstrate that international humanitarian
law, the fundamental basis for human behavior during conflict, applies to all individuals
and applies equally to all situations faced by my Office and the Court. In this way we will
prove, tangibly, that the lives of all people have the same value,
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Netanyahu: Europe divided over his
arrest warrant - Who is in favor and
who is against

International Criminal Court Prosecutor Seeks Arrest Warrants for
Netanyahu and Hamas Leader - Accuses Them of War Crimes

Europe is divided by yesterday's announcement by the prosecutor of the International
Criminal Court (ICC) that he will request arrest warrants against the Prime Minister of
Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu, as well as other officials, on charges of war crimes and
crimes against humanity in Gaza.

As Politico reports in its analysis , Europe's leaders are arguing over the relevant
announcement as there were some who found it "disgusting and incomprehensible”,
while others rushed to applaud it.

It is noted that the prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, Karim Khan, yesterday
filed a request for an arrest warrant against Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu and the leader of Hamas Yahya, Sinwar , as well as the commander of the
‘military wing of Hamas and the Minister of Defense of Israel, citing allegations of war
crimes and crimes against humanity committed in Israel.

In Israel, however, politicians from all parties sharply criticized the International Criminal
Court's request for arrest warrants for the country's leader as well as other top officials.

The Europeans who supported the decision of the

Belgian ICC prosecutor

"The crimes committed in Gaza must be prosecuted at the highest level, regardless of
the perpetrators,” Belgian Foreign Minister Hanja Lahbib wrote in a statement on the X
platform (formerly Twitter), stressing her country's support for his work International
Criminal Court.

Slovenia
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Slovenia followed suit. According to a statement from the country's foreign ministry, war
crimes as well as crimes against humanity committed on Israeli and Palestinian territory
"must be prosecuted independently and impartially, regardless of the perpetrators."

“Accountability is vital to prevent atrocities and ensure peace," the ministry’s statement
says, among other things.

France

The French Ministry of Foreign Affairs recalled that "for many months now it has been
speaking about the imperative need for strict compliance with international humanitarian
law and in particular about the unacceptable nature of the losses regarding the civilian
population in the Gaza Strip and the insufficient humanitarian access".

“France supports the International Criminal Court, its independence and the fight against
impunity in all situations."

Europeans who did not take kindly to the decision of the prosecutor of the ICC
Czech Republic

"The proposal of the Prosecutor General of the ICC to issue an arrest warrant for the
representatives of a democratically elected government together with the leaders of an
Islamic terrorist organization is disgusting and completely unacceptable,” he wrote the
Czech Prime Minister Petr Fiala in his post on social media.

ltaly

Italian Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani said it was "unacceptable" and "absurd" to
lump Hamas and Israel , whose leaders are being targeted by the prosecutor of
the International Criminal Court (ICC) .

"It is absolutely unacceptable that Hamas and Israel, the leaders of the terrorist
organization that started the war in Gaza by slaughtering innocent civilians and the
leaders of the government elected by the Israeli people, are lumped together," Tajani
said in an interview today. in the newspaper Corriere della Sera .

"Itis just absurd that the prosecutor made this parallel. In no way can we imagine such a
comparison. Be careful not to legitimize anti-Israel positions that can fuel anti-
Semitism," added the minister, whose country presides this year at the Group of Seven
(G7) most developed industrialized countries.

Austria

The Chancellor of Austria, Karl Neuhammer, expressed similar reservations . "We fully
respect the independence of the ICC. The fact, however, that the leader of the terrorist
organization Hamas, which aims to destroy the state of Israel, is mentioned at the same
time as the democratically elected representatives of the Israeli state, is
incomprehensible," said the Austrian Chancellor.

Britain
“This action does nothing to stop hostilities, remove hostages or deliver humanitarian aid,

nor to make progress towards a sustainable ceasefire that we want to achieve," Prime
Minister's spokesman Rishi Sunak said.

>
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The government in London also expressed its reaction to the prosecutor's decision to
issue an arrest warrant against the Israeli prime minister, stressing that the court has no
jurisdiction in this matter.

"The United Kingdom, as the government in London has argued, does not recognize
Palestine as a state and Israel has not signed the Rome Statute (which established the
ICC)."

Atthe same time, on the other side of the Atlantic, the Democratic president of the United
States, Joe Biden was quick to describe as "outrageous" the request of the ICC for an
arrest warrant against the Israeli leader, as well as other high-ranking officials of the
country. "Whatever this prosecutor (Karim Khan) implies, it does not exist no comparison
between Israel and Hamas, " said Biden in his statement.

China | for its part, said today that it hopes that the International Criminal Court will
maintain an "objective" position. " We hope that the ICC will maintain an objective and
impartial position and will exercise its powers in accordance with the law,” said Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin , while calling for an end to the “collective
punishment of the Palestinian people.” Today's news: He was on holiday and watched
thieves looting his house in Nice live - Documentary Photos Shock to SYRIZA from
5.92% in the TEE elections: Fifth place, the New Left and the "retired" Tsipras Ktinotofos
shot and killed a Georgian burglar in Kilkis
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" said the president of the

The president of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen ,
who is a candidate with the European People's Party (EPP) for a
second term in the Presidency of the Commission, ruled out today
the possibility of cooperating within the European Parliament with
parties "friendly” to the Russian president Putin , after the European
elections in June.

During a press conference she gave together with the head of the
EPP, Manfred Weber , in the European Parliament, Ursula von der
Leyen was asked about the possibility that the majority that will
support her will also include the ECR group of conservatives and
Eurosceptics.

"I work with pro-European, pro-NATO, pro-Ukrainian groups and with
those who clearly support our democratic values ," was von der
Leyen's response, noting that it is more a question of content. As he
said, the European elections bring change in the composition of the
different political parties and groups in the European

Parliament. "Those who defend democracy against Eurosceptics,
those who defend our values against Putin's friends. | want to and |
know | can work with them " he added, stressing that it is impossible



to work with those who are against the rule of law and friends of
Putin.

For his part, Manfred Weber recalled that the current European
Parliament had a marginal majority in favor of the election of Ursula
von der Leyen this term. He expressed concern because anti-
European parties friendly to Putin are growing stronger, according to
opinion polls. He stressed the importance of maintaining stabtllty and
added that his message for the European elections is that citizens
should ta_ke them s' ol Iy,becauee there is a Iet at steke Fmally he

gl -Qef the Eurepean F'a_r"'ament lnc[u@les
among othefs the Polist Law and Justtce party (P )
ttaty( "etu d lalla ia Me )
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Ursula von der Leyen: We do not want
relations with representatives of Putin

"The extremists on the right and the extremists on the left are not our
partners and we are very clear that we do not want to have anything to do
with Putin's representatives," emphasized the president of the Commission
and candidate of the European People's Party, Ursula von der Leyen in the
joint press conference she gave with Croatian Prime Minister Andrej
Plenkovic in Split on the sidelines of her election campaign.

He added that "three conditions are important. All the MEPs we want to
work with must be pro-Ukraine, pro-rule of law and pro-Europe. This must
be clear."

Regarding the possibility of Russian interference in the elections, Ursula
von der Leyen responded that Moscow's behavior is a real threat. "We see a
lot of Russian involvement in social media, which uses it for disinformation.
We have created instruments to deal with this disinformation, for example
the Digital Services Act (DSA) with which we can ask platforms and
confirm that they are debunking false information. We are debunking the



P(tjx_‘j’ fg -{%um Z

lies of the Russians in these elections and in the issues of these European

elections on many different levels," he added.

For his part, Andrej Plenkovic noted that "disinformation campaigns arc
everywhere. Mainly in online forums and communication, without a doubt.
They affect today's democracy. The real world has a lot of interaction with
the digital world" and referred to young people by talking about "a
generation that is literally 90% based on what they have online than what
they see on TV or reading the paper. That's basically how their filters are

created. It's something we all deal with and we all see.”

The Croatian Prime Minister pointed out that "in terms of the political
orientation of the EPP, the most powerful and influential political group in
Europe, we are now in an election period. In this period we want the best
possible results in Europe , which means as many MEPs as we can and that
is why it is the moment to talk about our program, to talk about prosperity,
democracy, security, Europe as our home".

Afterwards, Ursula von der Leyen and Andrej Plenkovic met with young
people, with the President of the Commission calling them to vote, while at
the same time they walked in Split and talked to the citizens.

Source: RES - BEE
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Blinken: We will respond to the
International Criminal Court after the
arrest warrant against Netanyahu

The US is not a member of the court, but has supported previous
prosecutions it has brought, including an arrest warrant against Putin
over the war in Ukraine

US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken said the Biden administration will work with
Congress to shape an appropriate response from Washington to the International
Criminal Court (ICC) prosecutor seeking arrest warrants against Israel's prime minister
and foreign minister. about the war in the Gaza Strip.

Karim Khan, the prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, said in a statement
yesterday that there was credible evidence to support that Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallad and three Hamas leaders
"bear criminal responsibility" for war crimes and crimes against humanity. Khan therefore
sought the issuance of arrest warrants against the five men.

Yesterday US President Biden called this move by the ICC "outrageous”, with
Washington arguing that the Court has no jurisdiction over the war in Gaza, expressing
concerns about the whole process.

Speaking today at a hearing of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Blinken called
the Court's move a "deeply misleading" ruling that complicates the prospects of reaching
an agreement on the release of hostages and a cease-fire in the Gaza Strip.

The US is not a member of the court, but has supported previous prosecutions of it,
including last year's arrest warrant against Russian President Vladimir Putin over the war
in Ukraine.

"We will be happy to work with Congress, with this Commission, to form an appropriate
response” to the ICC's move, Blinken said today. He did not say what the White House's
response might include.



Republican lawmakers and senators have threatened bills to impose sanctions on the
ICC, but such a move cannot go ahead without the support of President Joe Biden and

Democrats, who control the Senate.

In 2020, then-President Donald Trump's administration accused the ICC of violating US
soverelgnty when the Court authorized an investigation into war crimes committed in
Afghamstan The US then moved against judges, including then-ICC attorney-general
Fatou Bensouda, with asset freezes and travel bans.

Source; APE-BPE



